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Even in the apostles’ days Christians were too 
apt to strive after a wrong unity and uniformity 
in outward practices and observations, and to 
judge one another unrighteously in those things; 
and mark, it is not the different practice from 
one another that breaks the peace and unity, but 
the judging of one another because of different 
practices…

And oh, how sweet and pleasant it is to 
the truly spiritual eye to see several sorts of 
believers… every one learning their own lesson, 
performing their own peculiar service, and 
knowing, owning and loving one another in their 
several places… and not to quarrel with one 
another about their different practices (Romans 
14:4). For this is the true ground of love and 
unity, not that such a man walks and does just 
as I do, but because I feel the same Spirit and life 
in him, and that he walks in his rank, in his own 
order, in his proper way and place of subjection 
to that; and this is far more pleasing to me than 
if he walked just in that track wherein I walk.

Isaac Penington, 1660
Quaker faith & practice 27.13

Special issue on Conscientious Objection
The Friend of 27 February will be a commemorative issue 

marking the right to conscientious objection contained in the 
1916 Military Service Act.  It will be posted a day late.
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Thought for the Week

Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) representative, Huw Still, delivered this prepared ministry  
during the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) World Plenary in Pisac, Peru.  

The Quaker World Relations Committee are keen to hear from Friends interested  
in the follow-up from the Plenary. A special interest group will be held at Yearly Meeting in May  

as well as a weekend course at Woodbrooke in September.  
It is hoped that speakers can be coordinated for interested Local or Area Meetings.  

Further information: marleens@quaker.org.uk

When I arrived here I was comfortable in my faith. I was 
comfortable in my doubt. I could sense that something special 
was present in a gathered Meeting, but I’d never known what it 

was. I wasn’t sure how to describe or understand it. And I accepted that. I 
was comfortable in my doubt.

I have been challenged here. That challenge is no less strong for being 
tender. 

I have been challenged not to be complacent in my doubt but to wrestle 
with it. Not to placidly accept my incomprehension but to strive for new 
understanding of the unknowable. I have been called to worship in a state 
of Holy Discomfort. And it’s been hard. 

When you are being transformed you have no control.

You don’t get to say what you will be transformed into. You can’t say 
‘change this part of me, but leave that. Make me this, but not that’. The 
security of what has been is gone. And you wait to see how you will be 
changed.

As I move forward – in this gathering and beyond it – I don’t know where 
or whether this transformation will end because it’s not my choice. It’s not 
in my control.

…now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

 Romans 8:24-45

Being transformed

Huw Still

York Area Meeting
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News

A PRojECT backed by the Quaker 
Congo Partnership UK has come a 
step closer to bringing clean water 
to the community hospital and 
village of Abeka in South Kivu, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Seven months ago work started 
on tapping the springs and 
constructing tanks and pipework. 
Water is now coming through 
the main pipe near the hospital, 
Quaker Congo Partnership told the 
Friend. The next stage of the project 
will involve erecting standpipes, 
showers and basins to enable water 
distribution through both the 

hospital and the village. 
Abeka women currently 

collect water from nearby 
Lake Tanganyika or from 
streams, both of which 
are polluted. Water for the 
hospital is collected from 
the corrugated roofs of the 
buildings. Each month the 
hospital treats more than a 
hundred cases of malaria, 
about eighty cases of 
typhoid and sees some sixty 
people with severe diarrhoea.

News of the completion of the 
second stage ‘has really given 

hope to the village’, Quaker Congo 
Partnership UK’s Margaret Gregory 
said. 

Clean water a step closer

Stage 2: constructing tanks and pipework
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THE METHoDIST Tax justice Network (MTjN ) 
has launched a campaign against Mondelez UK, the 
owners of Cadbury. 

The move was prompted by the news that the 
company paid no corporation tax in the UK in 
2014/15, despite making UK profits of £96.5 million 
through Cadbury products alone. The campaign 
began with a demonstration on 10 February outside 
Mondelez UK’s corporate entrance at Bournville Place 
in Birmingham. 

Matthew jones, coordinator of MTjN, said of the 
campaign: ‘We believe that Mondelez UK are failing 

to fulfil their social duty, by avoiding UK corporation 
tax which helps pay for the infrastructure and services 
that help them make massive profits in this country. 
Furthermore, they are causing great damage to 
their reputation, and bringing shame on the name 
of Cadbury, a company which is still regarded as a 
British institution and was once a standard bearer for 
corporate social responsibility.’

He concluded: ‘Tax should not be optional for big 
companies any more than for individuals, and we ask 
all who believe this to join us in boycotting products 
from these bad eggs for Lent, Easter and beyond.’

Methodists target Mondelez UK

SEvEN SIxTH form students from 
Sibford School travelled to the 
United States this month to attend 
the nineteenth annual Quaker Youth 
Leadership Conference. 

The conference, ‘(in)Equality: Past, 
Present, Future’, took place at the 
Lincoln School in Rhode Island.

Participants explored issues of 
equality, diversity and gender, and 
attended sessions on social justice 
and activism. Speakers included Liza 
Talusan, director of diversity, equity and 
inclusion at the Park School, Brookline, 
Massachusetts, and jordan Seaberry, 
victim advocate at The Institute for the 
Study and Practice of Nonviolence in 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

Sibford students attend US conference

Sibford students outside 
Lincoln School. Back: 
Max Ostrand, Finn Ridley, 
Harry Berks. Front: 
Bethan Robinson, Parris 
Pratley, Benjamin Taylor 
and Caroline Berkley.
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THE WooDBRooKE Quaker Study Centre has 
announced the appointment of Sally Sadler as the new 
resident volunteer coordinator. 

Sally will be responsible for the management and 
coordination of volunteer Friends-in-residence 
who provide continuity to the Quaker presence at 
Woodbrooke and help with operational duties.

Sally is currently a member of West Wiltshire and 
East Somerset Area Meeting and has also spent time 
with Local Meetings in Cambridge, Brussels, York and 
Lewes. She has worked in journalism, public relations, 
education and conference organisation. 

Sandra Berry, director of Woodbrooke, said: ‘We 
are very happy to have found the right person to 

carry this 
responsibility 
forward into 
the future once 
Robin Bowman 
retires after eight 
years of faithful 
service to 
Woodbrooke. 

‘The role of 
resident volunteer coordinator is core to Woodbrooke, 
providing a continuing Quaker presence at our Study 
Centre in Birmingham’.

Sally is likely to start her post in April.

New appointment at Woodbrooke
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Scottish Election Guide
BRITAIN YEARLY Meeting has 
produced a guide to the Scottish 
parliamentary election, which will 
take place on 5 May. 

Topics addressed in the briefing 
include militarisation in schools, 
Trident, housing and community 
justice, climate and energy justice, 
and land reform. It also covers 
social security and welfar

Suggestions are made as to how 

Meetings can become involved 
in the build-up to the election. 
These include holding hustings, 
writing to candidates and meeting 
in small groups to discuss the 
election. 

The authors of the guide 
stressed that it does not cover all 
Quaker work, focusing instead on 
‘those concerns which candidates 
are likely to be familiar with and 

which are of interest beyond 
Quaker circles’. 

2016 Scottish Election: a guide 
for Quakers will be sent to 
Meetings across Scotland. Friends 
are also urged to visit the Quaker 
vote website and to contact 
Mairi Campbell-jack, Scottish 
parliamentary engagement officer 
for Quakers in Britain, with 
election-related news.

RUTH DAvIDSoN, leader of the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party and member of the 
Scottish parliament for Glasgow, delivered the third 
annual joseph Rowntree Foundation and Prospect 
lecture on poverty. 

In her lecture, Ruth outlined the significant 
disadvantages and impact on life chances, poverty can 
cause for children, in paticular. She emphasised how 
opportunity can be improved through social, economic 

and educational approaches.
Among the proposals Ruth put forward in the lecture 

was a new policy on childcare. This would involve 
more provision for children aged one and two, starting 
with the most deprived. She also backed increased 
funding for further education colleges and supported 
a call to review the way senior bosses are paid, 
recommending that their salaries be linked to company 
performance.

Scottish Conservative delivers poverty lecture

FRIENDS IN BECCLES, Suffolk, 
have replaced the roof of their 
Meeting house. 

An inspection in December 
2014 revealed that the roof of the 
eighteenth century building was 
in a dire state. Work subsequently 
carried out included the removal 
and replacement of photo-voltaic 
panels, the stripping of felt and 

tile battens, the addition of solid 
insulation and the replacement of 
tiles with existing and reclaimed 
tiles.

All work was project managed 
in-house.

‘We look forward to being 
dry and warm for many years to 
come,’ Beccles Meeting treasurer 
Nigel Young said. P
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Pisac, a sprawling village in Peru’s Sacred valley, 
is often described as ‘bustling’ and ‘attractive’. 
Neither does it justice. For eight days in january 

almost four hundred Friends lived, discerned and talked 
there, in majestic surroundings, encircled by the Andes. 

Quakers attending the 2016 Friends World 
Committee for Consultation (FWCC) World Plenary 
came from thirty-seven countries. They represented a 
range of Quaker traditions, everything from the silent, 
unprogrammed worship favoured by Britain Yearly 
Meeting, among others, to the exuberant programmed 
worship preferred by African and South American 
Friends. The Plenary was conducted in Spanish and 
English, helped by a team of valiant interpreters, but 
other languages could be heard, too. French was much 
in evidence, as was Aymara, the native tongue of a 
number of Peruvian and Bolivian Friends. Hymns were 
sung in Spanish, English, Swahili and Hindi, prompting 
heartfelt if not necessarily accurate participation from 
non-native speakers. 

Friends approached new styles of worship with open 
hearts. Some took part in ‘Experiment with Light’ for 
the first time, admitting later that they had appreciated 
the silence. others listened to sermons and appreciated 
sung prayers – also perhaps for the first time. They sat 
in home groups and heard how Friends from other 
countries and traditions felt about life, Quakerism and 
the theme of the Plenary, ‘Living the transformation: 
Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God’. They joined consultation groups 
and attended workshops. They experimented with new 
food and dealt with the physical issues caused by long 
journeys and high altitude, and the inevitable spread 
of germs among a large group of people living in close 
quarters. All of this these Friends did, for the large 
part, with great curiosity, energy and good cheer. old 
friendships were renewed and new relationships forged. 

There was much genuine sadness on the last day as 
Friends waved one another off. 

There were smiles too, throughout the week. The 
singing of ‘Happy Birthday’ each evening prompted 
much hilarity, as did the talent show. For almost five 
hours on the Saturday evening Friends from around 
the world sang, danced, acted and recited poetry. Few 
who were there will forget the haunting beauty of the 
Norwegian and Korean music they heard. Nor, for other 
reasons, will they forget patriotic Scot Alick Munro’s 
take on Robert Burns’ ‘ode to a Haggis’. Alick’s ‘ode to 
a Quaker vegetarian haggis’ left many perplexed, not 
least the Alaskan Friend tasked with interpreting it for 
Spanish speakers. 

Business matters and section reports

Four Business Meetings took place at the Plenary. 
Friends heard of the FWCC’s recent decision to divest 
from companies involved in the use of fossil fuels, and 
listened to a report on the work of the Central Executive 
Committee (CEC). They heard reports from the regions. 
The Section of the Americas highlighted the 2014 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage to Peru and Bolivia, referring 
to it as ‘an important moment in the development of 
youth and leadership in our section’. American Friends 
also spoke of the time invested in their new strategic 
plan, Weaving the Tapestry, 2015-2020. 

The Asia-West Pacific Section report reflected the 
difficulties presented by a vast geographical area 
and a broad range of languages and cultures. Good 
communication is essential, Friends heard, as Meetings 
and churches across this region exist in relative isolation. 
visitations and face-to-face time are particularly 
effective. The Section acknowledged the environmental 
impact of travel and said that it is seeking more effective 
ways to communicate with members. 

Meeting in the mountains

Tara Craig reports on the FWCC World Plenary in Peru
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The Europe and Middle East Section is facing many 
challenges, Friends heard. These include wars in the 
Middle East, conflict in the Ukraine, the violence in Paris 
and Beirut last year, and the hundreds of thousands of 
refugees trying to find safety in other countries. Marisa 
johnson, Section executive secretary, described Quaker 
communities as ‘small, but with a very big heart’. 

The report from the Africa Section was delivered at 
the end of the Plenary, a large contingent of Kenyan 
Friends having been delayed by visa problems. Friends 
heard that women are far outnumbered by men in 
the African Quaker community. just one of eighteen 
Yearly Meetings has a woman clerk. Friends are dealing 
with significant political turmoil, with the situation 
in Burundi giving particular cause for concern. The 
Section reported that it plans to address such problems 
by collaborating with other agencies, increasing 
advocacy for peace, human rights and social justice, 
and by remaining transparent. 

Constitutional changes

Betsy Cazden, CEC clerk, spoke of proposed changes to 
the FWCC constitution. At present this requires Plenary 
meetings to take place every three to five years. It was 
suggested that there be up to twelve years between 
plenaries. other proposed changes included simplifying 
the language used in the constitution. This would 
produce, Betsy said, ‘a simpler document supplemented 
by policies and procedures’. It would also eliminate 
the existing formula for allocating spaces at Plenary 
meetings, replacing it with values for allocating spaces. 

A further proposed amendment involved changing 
the pattern of clerking and the listing of officers. 
Under the current system, the FWCC has a presiding 
clerk who serves only at the Plenary – this is currently 
Ramón Gonzalez-Longoria of Cuba Yearly Meeting. 
CEC has a clerk and an assistant clerk. It was suggested 
that there be a single clerk of FWCC who would also 
clerk CEC, helped by two assistant clerks. The changes 
would allow additional clerks to be appointed to serve 
at plenaries only. 

Friends were concerned that there was no mention 
of FWCC’s ‘members at large’ in the constitution. They 
were reassured by Elizabeth Duke of the nominations 
committee. She stressed that many of the things to which 
the FWCC is committed are not in the constitution. 
There was some concern about the lack of reference to 
Young Friends and about the potential for removing 
‘difficult’ committee members. A Young Friend said that 
he did not feel neglected, while nominations committee 
members pointed out that the CEC’s structure means 
that eight out of sixteen members are appointed by the 
Sections. This would make it difficult for the CEC to 
oust someone. 

These constitutional changes were accepted once 
minor amendments had been made. The matter of 
how often to hold world plenaries proved more taxing, 
however. 

Elizabeth Duke said: ‘Speaking as a Friend who 
served in the [FWCC] World office for seven and a 
half years… I worked on three triennials and started 
work on a fourth. They are wonderful meetings and 
locations, but apart from the question of finance and 
the demands on the environment, we must consider the 
demands on World office staff, Section staff and the 
host Yearly Meeting’. 

She added: ‘Preparation [for the Plenary] means that 
other work, such as visitations, cannot be done’. 

Some Friends said that twelve years between Plenary 
meetings is too long. They felt that a gap of this 
length would result in the loss of both organisational 
continuity and personal relationships. A British Friend 
said that while she was content to leave the scheduling 
of plenaries to the discretion of the CEC, she would like 
the minute to stress ‘as much visitation and interaction 
as possible’. She added: ‘Meeting one Section at a time 
is valuable. There is more scope for small interactions’. 

A Friend who has interpreted at FWCC events for 
more than three decades said that the most productive 
he had been to involved Young Friends. He suggested 
that the FWCC needed ‘a few’ world plenaries and ‘a lot 
of ’ Young Friends Gatherings. 

just as the room appeared to have reached agreement 
on a maximum of twelve years between Plenary 
meetings, a young Friend stood. He said: ‘Twelve years 
is too long. It will disenfranchise a generation. How 
about ten years?’ His comments were greeted with 
much enthusiasm. 

Friends also agreed to an extension of the FWCC 
general secretary’s contract. Gretchen Castle will serve 
until 31 December 2018, with the possibility to continue 
beyond that date. She was thanked for her work and 
presented with a new hat – appropriate for a woman 
‘who wears many hats’, Friends heard. 
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Friends also approved the FWCC’s new officers. Simon 
Lamb will serve as clerk from january 2017, assisted by 
Betsy Cazden and Ramón Gonzalez-Longoria. 

Business proceedings closed with a request for 
invitations to host the next World Plenary. 

Treasurer’s report

FWCC treasurer Alastair Reid opened his report with a 
Scottish saying: ‘It’s a lang road that’s no goat a turnin’. 
This, he told bemused Friends, means that things 
have to change at some stage. He referred to FWCC’s 
financial situation. 

Alastair explained that expenditure remains stable, 
despite difficulties in controlling where the CEC 
meets. videoconferencing is increasingly used, to avoid 
incurring travel costs, he said. He told Friends that the 
FWCC has ‘been lucky lately’, benefiting from a legacy 
from the Moir family and from the funds left over after 
the World Gathering of Young Friends was wound up. 

Friends heard, however, that the FWCC’s overall 
financial situation is not good. Income remains relatively 
steady across most sections, but the contribution of the 
Section of the Americas will fall from thirty-two per 
cent of the overall figure in 2014 to twenty-two per cent 
in 2018. Alastair stressed that the S ections must raise 
more money for the FWCC if it is to continue. The 
organisation’s general fund sat at £83,000 in 2014 but is 
expected to fall to £18,000 by 2018. 

The most pressing financial challenge for the FWCC 
is to tackle its £30,000 annual deficit. A fundraising 
consultant has been appointed to help with this. Alastair 
ended by underlining that it cost close to half a million 
pounds to stage the Plenary. Expenditure was £20,000 
over budget, due primarily to additional visa and travel 
costs for participants. He appealed for donations from 
Friends to cover the shortfall. 

FWCC assistant clerk Simon Lamb was more blunt. 
He told Friends: ‘We have to wake up the rest of the 
Quaker world, to make them realise that if we want 
FWCC to continue in an effective manner, we need 
more money.’ 

Sustainability 

‘When we damage the earth we are insulting its creator,’ 
an American Friend told the sustainability consultation 
group. This fifty-strong group of Friends met four times 
over the course of the Plenary, facilitated by jonathan 
Woolley and Rachel Madenyika of the Quaker United 
Nations office (QUNo), and Charlotte Gordon, a 
member of Aotearoa/New Zealand Yearly Meeting. 

At the first group meeting, jonathan told Friends: ‘We 
will build on what Quakers are already doing to sustain 
all life on earth, and will ask how we can be examples 

and patterns for living sustainably and peacefully, and 
seeing where we are led.’

over the course of the week, the group looked at this 
at four distinct levels: those of the individual, the small 
group, Yearly Meetings and on an international basis. 

Friends spoke at length about their environmental 
efforts and concerns. An African Friend spoke of 
problems with litter and deforestation. He suggested 
planting trees in church compounds. Another Monthly 
Meeting in Africa has begun picking up litter, the 
group heard. An American Friend highlighted his 
country’s dependence on air conditioning, regardless of 
whether the climate really made it necessary. A Bolivian 
Quaker explained that people in her country feel as if 
a family member is sick, in this case mother earth, or 
‘pachamama’. An American Friend suggested that we 
pay greater attention to the people who live closest to 
the land, the indigenous people. 

A Young Friend felt that it is necessary to make 
changes as an individual. She said: ‘Make the change 
you want to see in the world in yourself.’

Another Friend told the group that many of the ideas 
put forward ‘allow us to preserve our level of comfort’. 
We need to make changes that will have an impact, 
regardless of whether they make us comfortable, he 
argued. The Friend cautioned: ‘Comfort enters the 
home as a guest and becomes the master.’ A young 
Friend suggested that to save the planet, we need to do 
something particularly uncomfortable, by having fewer 
children. 

The group prepared a lengthy minute for the Plenary. 
Among other things, it called on the FWCC to initiate 
at least two concrete actions on sustainability within the 
next twelve months

Tara is the journalist for the Friend.
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Curiosity, discomfort and trepidation roiled 
inside me as I made my way to the Friends 
World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) 

World Plenary. As a Young Friend who has only ever 
attended unprogrammed worship, I knew that my 
ideas about Quakerism were likely to be challenged by 
what I encountered.

Every morning there was an opportunity for 
Friends from each of the Sections of FWCC to share 
their forms of worship. At first I found programmed 
worship uncomfortable. It felt closer to a church 
service, and the language was more Bible-centred than 
I am used to. I struggled to recognise what was Quaker 
about what I was experiencing.

At first all I could see were the differences. For me, 
the ceremony welcoming local Friends was a turning 
point. A Peruvian Quaker offered a prayer in Aymara; 
the language of the ethnic group where Quakerism is 
most prevalent in the region. With no translation I was 
forced to watch and listen to him differently, to focus on 
the Spirit behind the words. It was then that the quote 
‘the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life’ (Quaker faith 
& practice 1.01) came to me. I began approaching these 
other forms of worship with a greater spirit of openness.

As I continued attending other Sections’ worship 
I found myself relating more and more. I found a 
sense of community in singing together, sought the 
message behind the words and came to connect with 
the impulse I sensed in those around me. Though we 
may use different words and practices to express our 
faith, the nameless urge that prompts us in our seeking 
seemed to unite us.

The spectrum of programmed worship was a 
surprise. It varied from Section to Section – the number 
and types of hymn, music and Bible reading; the length 
of sermon or preaching; and the amount of time given 

to open worship.
This openness was not one-way. After the European 

and Middle East Section’s worship Friends from the 
programmed tradition spoke of how they had been 
affected by the silence and the Experiment with Light 
exercise that opened the session. Some spoke of 
wanting to introduce more silence to the worship in 
their own Meetings. 

just as Friends in Britain Yearly Meeting have seen 
changes, so to have Friends elsewhere. Speaking with 
a Kenyan Friend I discovered that the exuberant 
worship I had experienced was not how it had always 
been for everyone in his country. The need to energise 
Friends and to compete with other religions for their 
young people were just some of the factors that had 
influenced how worship had shifted over time. When 
describing what it is like to be a Young Friend in 
Britain I became even more aware of how the religious 
context of Quakers has an indelible effect on how faith 
is expressed, such as evangelising and how it is seen as 
being true to George Fox’s example in some countries.

I had expected the Plenary to be a challenging 
experience for me, culturally and theologically. What 
I had not expected was the tender spirit in which 
Friends appeared to explore the truths of others’ 
experience.

As a Friend ministered during the final open 
worship session of the Plenary, it is our differences 
that can lead to the deepest and most profound 
experiences. It is possible to stand strong in our own 
way whilst celebrating the differences between us – if 
only we could always be brave enough to listen to each 
other without feeling threatened by another’s truth.

Elinor is production and office manager for the Friend.

Celebrating difference

Elinor Smallman reflects on her first experience of encountering other 
forms of worship at the World Plenary

I have come to realise that this marvellous light is present in speech and in silence.  
The light dances in both places if we let go enough to see it. As it dances in silence,  

it dances in the noise of life itself. It is all around, here, now.

Max Raupach in This we can say by Australian Quakers

FWCC World Plenary
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Se contenta el Corazón ensanchándose de amor; todos a una voz a Dios 
gracias damos.

¡Bienvenidos Amigos!

To all Friends Everywhere,

We send loving greetings to you from Pisac in the Sacred valley of the Incas. 
We were blessed with both sunshine and rain. As we gathered together we 
lifted our eyes to the mountains and lifted our hearts to God.

From 19 to 27 january over 320 men and women from thirty-seven 
countries, seventy-seven Yearly Meetings, eight independent Monthly 
Meetings, and two worship groups, speaking dozens of languages met to 
consider the theme ‘Living the transformation: creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God (Romans 8:19).’

our time together started in sadness at those who were delayed in their 
journeys or prevented from joining us – we felt a gap in our gathering 
the shape of God. Later, as we were joined by Friends from Kenya and 
welcomed local Friends from Peru and Bolivia, we felt the full fellowship 
among us. We were complete.

Many of the messages shared in our worship, speaking to the theme of 
transformation were both moving and uplifting: we were challenged to be 
transformed in ways leaving us more faithful to God’s purposes individually, 
as meetings/churches and as a World Family of Friends.

our speakers emphasised the process of transformation. one spoke of 
spiritual transformation using the image of a heart transplant and what 
it means to be given the heart of jesus. In this transplant of the heart we 

FWCC World Plenary

Epistle

Epistle from the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation World Plenary (International 
Representatives Meeting) 27 January 2016
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become agents of change who show the love of Christ in the world. Another 
image we were given was that of a seed pod. Each pod contains the past, 
present and future, showing us how we remain connected to our past even 
as we look to the future, as God gathers us into one grand story.

We heard the message that we must be open and available to God, 
making space in our hearts, our communities and our churches/meetings. 
Transformation often finds us when we’re not seeking or expecting it. We 
must be willing to be vulnerable and open our hearts in order to undergo 
the change we want to see.

As we gathered we not only spoke of transformation, we invited it and 
created spaces for God to make it happen. Many of us experienced it while 
we were here. We found ourselves broken open and touched by the Living 
Spirit of Christ.

We are the children of God. We are who creation has been waiting for. We 
are called to reveal ourselves in our lives and in the work we do with our 
hearts and our hands. Although God can fill our hearts, God has no hands 
but ours to heal this broken world. We can be salt and light shining to the 
world and declaring the love of God.

As Quakers our faith is inseparable from our concern to care for all life on 
earth. We are reminded of the Kabarak call for Peace and Eco-justice and 
the need to redouble our efforts now. We call on Friends everywhere to take 
practical actions to sustain life on Earth.

Listening together in our home groups, workshops, and consultations, 
where two or three languages were spoken, opened up countless opportunities 
to pray, sing, ask difficult questions, learn, cry and laugh together. We have 
hurt each other with our words when we have spoken without love but 
this is a human failing and we have also experienced the healing power of 
Christ’s love.

We learn from each other’s ways of connecting with God; each offering of 
worship held within it the opportunity for the Spirit to move and speak and 
sing. Sharing worship in this way enables us to recognise that we must both 
listen to, and speak to God.

The presence of so many young adult Friends among us has been 
a blessing. We heard their moving testimony and experienced their 
inspirational leadership. As we go back to our churches and meetings we 
must allow this ministry and leadership to flourish.

We are different. We came together as a diverse collection of Friends. We 
were challenged by our differences. This challenge is not always comfortable 
but it is one we welcome.

We are one. We are one in the spirit of God which does not wash away or 
hide our differences, but allows us to celebrate them and enables us to move 
beyond the spiritual boundaries that may separate us. We are able to do this 
by coming together in worship where, while its form may be unfamiliar, 
God was present throughout. Through listening deeply and tenderly to each 
other and to God we reached a place where we can hear and sense where 
the words come from even when we may not understand the tongue they 
are spoken in.

We are Friends. In making the choice to come together and be willing 
to share deeply, pray boldly, and listen lovingly together, we seek to move 
beyond our differences, see beyond our labels and find ways to connect with 
each other. The work of FWCC depends on us all. In order to continue it, we 
encourage Friends, meetings/churches and Yearly Meetings to contribute 
financially to and participate in building connections between Friends.

As we leave here we will carry the love we have received from each other 
and from God in our hearts.
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FWCC World Plenary
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Young Friends

Young Adult Friends were woven throughout the 
rich tapestry of the Friends World Committee 
for Consultation (FWCC) World Plenary.

Their influence was felt before the Plenary even 
began. Simon Lamb, clerk of the International Planning 
Committee, told Friends that this was the first Plenary 
where the Committee had included representatives 
from three sections aged under-thirty-five and of the 
profound influence this had on the direction the 
event took. At the Plenary itself nearly a third of 
those attending were aged eighteen to thirty-five, far 
exceeding FWCC’s target of fifteen per cent.

Connection

Friends of all ages got to know each other at the 
opening ceremony through an interactive session led by 
Young Friends. Friends came from the ‘belly button of 
the Americas to the flightless birds of New Zealand’ and 
ranged from those descended from the original early 
Friends of the seventeenth tcentury o those who are the 
first in their family to connect with the Quaker faith.

Young Adult Friends had the opportunity to connect 
at three evening meetings during the Plenary, during 
which games were played and experiences of Quakerism 

across the world shared. This was supplemented by an 
unscheduled Meeting for Worship for Business in the 
evening of Monday 25 january, in response to issues 
raised by a consultation group.

Discernment

Was the Spirit leading Young Friends to organise a 
World Gathering? This was the question that Friends 
sought to discern an answer to.

The Meeting heard about the 2005 World Gathering 
of Young Friends. The empowering event had focused 
on making connections, building community and 
cultural exchange. one eloquent Friend described the 
discernment process leading to the Gathering as being 
one of the most spirit-led Meetings they had ever 
experienced, it was as if there was ‘a dragon of light 
moving around the room, compelling people’. Later 
another Friend spoke of how disappointed they had 
been to miss the 2005 Gathering. However, they added 
that the sense of the current Meeting did not feel as 
strongly united.

Practical issues were discussed. Previous World 
Gatherings have been prompted by the spirit moving 
amongst Young Friends at FWCC meetings, therefore 

The present
Elinor Smallman writes about

Young Friends’ presence at the World Plenary
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the suggestion that Plenaries could be up to twelve years 
apart had a very real implication for how such a World 
Gathering could come about in the future.

The need

What became clear was the inequality in Young Friends’ 
activities in different sections. Many young African 
Friends didn’t know each other before the Plenary and 
the question of strengthening links within sections was 
raised. It was seen as an opportunity to connect with 
other Friends and to organise as a group so that Young 
Friends can understand their own needs beyond the 
label of being ‘young’.

on the final evening of the Plenary, Friends met to 
complete their discernment of the issue. An international 
Young Friends working group of sixteen Quakers, 
covering all Sections, was formed to continue threshing 
the issues and to provide a space in which a spirit-led 
World Gathering could be prompted when the time is 
right. Members of this working group addressed the 
Plenary during the final Business Meeting to relate 
the outcomes of discernment over the preceeding two 
evenings. 

The wider community

There was a close connection between discernment 
regarding a World Gathering, possible changes to the 
Quaker Youth Pilgrimage and of the maximum time 
period between World Plenaries.

Though highly valued by those Friends benefiting 
from them, the demanding nature of the Pilgrimage and 
Plenaries – in terms of money, time and environmental 
considerations – was highlighted as preventing other 
work from taking place that might have a wider impact. 
Ministry highlighted how many Quaker leaders had 
been created by the World Gatherings of Young Friends 
held in 1985 and 2005. It was suggested that abstaining 
from the joys of such frequent Plenaries could make 
room for such youth leadership opportunities, which 
would lead to a stronger Society.

Strong voices

In preparative material, the FWCC said of Young 
Friends that: ‘It is vital that their voices are heard as 
we consider issues of real consequence to the future 
of the family of Friends… Caring for the future of the 
Religious Society of Friends and our Earth, we will focus 
on Quaker sustainability and growth, supporting and 
encouraging young adult Friends.’ one way in which 
this manifested itself was the consideration of Young 
Friends throughout the four consultation groups.

The ‘leadership and ministry’ consultation reported 
back on ideas for future development, including: a World 
Gathering of Young Friends; a global communications 
network; changes to the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage; and 
an international membership system for Young Friends.

The ‘equipping FWCC’ consultation also considered 
events such as workcamps and World Gatherings for 
Young Friends, as well as building connections between 
Friends’ schools worldwide. Meanwhile, Young Friends 
were strong voices in the writing of the minute drafted 
by the ‘sustaining life on earth’ consultation. 

The ‘living ministry communities’ consultation group 
leaders commented: ‘God is calling us not to worry 
about numbers but about life – vibrant and rich’. 
A resource guide containing ‘hundreds of ideas for 
adjusting to the brightness of God’s living faith’ is to be 
published in the coming months.

Not just the future

The inclusive experiences of the Plenary were, at times, 
coloured by the frustrations and challenges Young 
Friends face elsewhere in the Quaker world.

A message repeatedly and passionately expressed by 
many Friends of all ages was that Young Friends are the 
present, not just the future, of the Religious Society of 
Friends; a present to be nurtured, with gifts ready to 
serve.

Elinor is production and office manager at the Friend.

Members of the international Young Friends working group addressing the Plenary.
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From the archive

The Yearly Meeting of 1915, which had been 
adjourned, was recalled by Meeting for Sufferings 
and met at the end of january 1916. The Friend 

reported on the proceedings in early February and 
carried letters and comments. A prominent subject was 
the Military Service Act. It introduced conscription 
and was passed in parliament on 27 january. The Yearly 
Meeting proved to be a unique, and indeed historic, 
gathering. The Friend’s report on 4 February stated: 

Never before has an adjournment of the Meeting been 
called under similar circumstances. Never previously 
has there been such a gathering of young men Friends, 
or of Friends so definitely affected on a crucial 
question by an Act of Parliament only just passed. 
Never before has there been such a succession of 
crowded sittings as those which thronged the Large 
Meeting-house on those three days. Twice on the 
second day when the house appeared to be quite full 
above and below, the Clerk appealed to Friends to “sit 
close,” and a number more found seats. And while 
every seat was thus occupied Friends were also seated 
wherever there was room on the gallery stairs, while 
others stood throughout, rows deep, at the entrances… 
1,200 were present on Saturday afternoon, and there 
must have been nearly as many on Sunday morning.

A Sunday session was a complete innovation. Since 
no restaurants were open, Friends brought food, and 
at lunchtime there was a huge picnic in the Devonshire 
House Yard. Two special meetings for men of military 
age were held on the Friday and Saturday evenings.

The question of alternative service

A report on the subject of ‘alternative service’ was 
printed in the Friend on 11 February:

The meeting for Friends of military age was 

attended by about 450 men. Full opportunity was 
given for the definition of our individual attitudes 
to the question of ‘alternative service.’ It was evident 
that there was a large diversity of standpoint, 
but that, with few exceptions, Friends did not 
feel free to undertake any service which would 
assist in the prosecution of the war. Subject to this 
limitation, some would be prepared to engage in 
any ‘alternative service’ that may be considered by 
the tribunals to be of greater value than that upon 
which they are now engaged.

Friends discussed ideas such as ‘evolving a scheme 
for national service of a constructive character’, but the 
strongest body of opinion at the meeting, however, was 
‘in favour of absolute refusal to undertake “alternative 
service”.’ 

This came partly from those who feel that the work 
upon which they are engaged has been, and still 
is, God’s will for them; partly from those who feel 
that to accept alternative service will help to fasten 
conscription firmly upon the country. It is not by 
compromise with an evil thing, but by a passion 
of goodwill, that the war spirit must be met. This 
attitude calls, in its practical expression, for the 
guidance and sympathy of the Society at large.

In the discussion, reported on 4 February, many 
points were made: joseph E Southall hoped ‘that we 
might make it clear …that we are irrevocably against 
conscription in any form’; j St G Heath felt that 
‘alternative service savoured of compromise’; William 
Littleboy felt that many ‘must be feeling the winds of 
God, for which they had long been waiting, blowing at 
last’; while Corder Catchpool alluded to the feelings of 
his comrades of the Friends’ Ambulance Unit that they 
were ‘determined to stand by those at home, with no 
uncertain voice’.

‘…the way of  
splendid rashness…’

Janet Scott continues her selection from the archives of the Friend
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The Yearly Meeting statement

The Yearly Meeting had already issued an epistle in 
1915. It now agreed a statement on the Military Service 
Act intended for public circulation that stressed the 
‘liberty of the individual conscience’. This was carried 
in the Friend of 4 February:

This Yearly Meeting has been specially called together 
to consider the situation caused by the Military 
Service Act which has just become law; and we take 
this the earliest opportunity of re-affirming our entire 
opposition to compulsory military service, and our 
desire for the repeal of the Act.

War in our view involves a surrender of the Christian 
ideal and a denial of human brotherhood; it is an evil 
for the destruction of which the world is longing; but 
freedom from the scourge of war will only be brought 
about through the faithfulness of individuals to their 
inmost convictions, under the guidance of the Spirit 
of Christ.

Our position is based upon our interpretation of the 
teaching of Jesus Christ. We regard the central conception 
of the Act as imperilling the liberty of the individual 
conscience – which is the main hope of human progress 
– and as entrenching more deeply that militarism from 
which we all desire the world to be freed.

It follows that our opposition is not removed by 
the provisions with regard to conscience, welcome as 
these are. We have in mind not only conscientious 
objectors, but also a large number hitherto held back 
from military service from no unworthy motive, but 
by a restraining influence to which they would find it 
impossible to give expression. The effect of compulsion 
is ruthlessly and indiscriminately to sweep all these 
into the army.

We consider that young men may do important 
service by going before the tribunals, claiming 
exemption and making clear their reasons for doing 
so. At the same time we cannot admit that a human 
tribunal is an adequate judge of any man’s conscience. 
The final appeal can only be to the source from which 
the conscientious convictions themselves spring.

Our lives should prove that compulsion is both 
unnecessary and impolitic. They should manifest 
a sense of duty not less strong than that which has 
driven many whom we respect and even some of 
our own members into the fighting forces. We can 
identify ourselves to the full with the griefs of our 
nation in which few hearts are not torn by suffering 
or harrowed by suspense. We pray that in steadfast 
conformity to the path of duty we may be set free to 
serve – to give to the community the fullest service of 
which we are capable – each one in the way of God’s 
appointing. John H Barlow, Clerk

 And afterwards…

Meeting for Sufferings met shortly afterwards. The 
deliberations of Friends were reported in the edition of 
11 February. 

At the Meeting… it was evident that Friends had 
met in the spirit of fellowship and courage that had 
so markedly taken hold of the recent Yearly Meeting. 
In the opening devotional pause, Edward Backhouse 
referred to that Yearly Meeting as having been at the 
parting of the ways, and as having chosen the way 
of splendid rashness. The Meeting for Sufferings also 
had to choose whether it would merely take the line of 
caution or give the wealth of judgment and experience 
it contained to lead the Society into a deeper and truer 
life. H J Morland offered prayer for all those whose 
spiritual life was coming to the birth amidst great trials 
and difficulties, and asked that the Meeting might 
be enabled to give them all help and encouragement 
possible.

Not all Friends took the same view. In a letter to the 
Friend, published on 11 February, Elizabeth M Cadbury 
referred to the adjourned Yearly Meeting at Devonshire 
House. In noting the great numbers present who had not 
previously attended a Yearly Meeting, she praised the signs 
of ‘vigorous life and definite purpose’ and the presence 
of many Friends with ‘high ideals and deep spiritual 
experience’. However, she then hit a critical nerve:

…one is inclined to ask – were the meetings really 
meetings of the Society of Friends, or of a new 
society building on our past, adopting many of our 
principles, but not the Society we know and value.

j C Wigham took a full page of dense text in the 18 
February edition to complain: ‘Why need everyone who 
speaks at Yearly Meeting deliver an oration? …It is a great 
waste of time.’ john B Braithwaite, in a letter in the same 
issue, regretted the recommendation against alternative 
service, and found the meeting of men of military age ‘not 
only very disheartening, but even profoundly disquieting’.

An unusual view, in the edition of 4 February, came 
from an outside source:

A Friend reports the observation of a policeman to 
a woman Friend, at the Devonshire House entrance 
during the sittings of the Adjourned Yearly Meeting: 
“Well, if the Government have got to face all these 
Quakers, they’ve got a tough nut to crack. I haven’t 
seen one of them the worse for drink, and I’ve been 
here for six hours!”

Janet is a member of Cambridgeshire Area Meeting.
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Are Area Meetings necessary?
Area Meeting is certainly not the most exciting 
evening event. But, as an organisation without a 
separate priesthood, it is a vital working gathering 
and when I am able to make it – when childcare and 
transport arrangements are met – it is also a spiritually 
deepening experience as I discern with Friends on 
matters affecting the life of Meetings. I try to go mostly 
because I enjoy a sense of belonging to many of these 
Local Meetings (LMs). 

I serve as an assistant clerk in my ‘home’ LM. I 
typically worship there on two Sundays of the month. 
I travel out of my way to additional Meetings on other 
Sundays. This is because in my home Meeting, located 
in the centre of the metropolis, my son is the only 
regular child attender. Although he has developed a 
loving relationship with the Meeting and especially 
with his main carers there, our LM is not able to offer 
what some Meetings in the suburbs can: the norm of 
seeing, hearing and worshipping with children. 

It has been enriching both for my child and myself 
not only to befriend Quaker children of all ages and 
their families and learn from the ‘First Day School 
teachers’, but to feel ordinary and integral in our 
diverse Quaker community in the widest sense.

 The Area Meeting structure has given us a way to 
build our life as a young Quaker family. It serves as 
an anchoring point to grow roots and contribute to a 
Quaker community beyond our Local Meeting.

E. Elize Sakamoto
North West London Area Meeting

Qualified pacifism
Andrew Clark’s letter (22 January) encouraging a move 
along the path of nonlethal (noninjurious) weapons, 
‘as a necessary part of just policing in extremis’, has 
stimulated a return to research in this sector.

Though monitoring of nonlethal technologies is 
ongoing at the Univeity of Bradford’s Department 
of Peace Studies, coordinated by Michael Crowley, it 
focuses on the adverse effects of selected technologies.

The original proposal, set out in a master’s 
dissertation at Bradford, went far beyond this, 
proposing the use of nonlethal, noninjurious strategies 
and technologies to intervene impartially in low-
intensity armed conflict, enabling mediation to get 
under way. The theory was outlined by a special 
interest group in the Pentagon and advocated by MP 
john Gilbert, then Britain’s defence minister.

The late Nicholas Gillett was the most active in 
a large group of supporters in this country, but the 
research was discontinued because material on the 
motivation for the Pentagon’s work in this area, 
included in good faith in the dissertation, turned out 
to be invalid.

Andrew Clark has prompted further reflection 
and a colleague, experienced in disaster relief and 
reconstruction, who has repeatedly seen at first-hand 
the devastation caused by armed conflict in the Middle 
East and Asia, is now applying to relevant university 
departments to further this work. 

Barbara Panvel
Solihull & Bull Street Meetings, Birmingham

Quakers as stepping stones
Peter Butler’s letter ‘Quakers as stepping stones’ (12 
February) has led me to think of other ways in which 
to refer to Meetings. Involvement in any Local Meeting 
can mean different things to different people and we 
can rejoice that we may serve a wide range of needs, 
some long term, others more temporary. 

A few possible images spring to mind. A staging post 
as an alternative to Peter’s stepping stones? 

Many of those who join us as adults come to Friends 
having been long-term members of ‘mainstream’ 
churches; often their reason will be to do with their 
no longer being at ease with doctrinal orthodoxy. For 
such folk, Friends may provide a welcome refuge.

others come to Meeting at times of crisis in their 
lives when they are looking for somewhere where they 
can rest in the stillness and work through their crises 
in a supporting community, which they may eventually 
realise that they no longer need. 

For others, the Quaker way may turn out to be a 
springboard into a new way of expressing and fulfilling 
their spiritual lives, although they initially found it 
simply a comfortable place to be! 

There must be any number of other possible images 
for us to celebrate.

Michael Yates
Settle Meeting, Cumbria

Ex-offenders and Meetings
In 2008 Quaker Peace & Social Witness and Quaker 
Life set up a working party to confront and advise on 
the problem, raised by Stevie Krayer and other recent 
correspondents to the Friend, of how to reconcile 
Advices & queries 18 – to accept and nurture all and 
to welcome strangers – with the need to protect our 
Meetings.

The working party included Friends experienced 
in working with ex-offenders and/or sexual abuse 
survivors. It consulted widely and studied the policies 
of other churches. In 2009 it produced a slim leaflet 
of advice: Meetings and (ex) offenders: Guidance on 
accepting into our Meetings people who may pose a risk. 

This leaflet recommended that Meetings should 
adopt a policy and appoint a ‘receiving group’ of office 
holders and thus be prepared, instead of suddenly 
having to deal with a problem. This leaflet would have 
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The Friend welcomes your views.

Do keep letters short (maximum 250 words). 

Please include your full postal address, even 
when sending emails, and specify whether you 
wish for your postal or email address or Meeting 
name to be used with your name.

Letters are published at the editor’s discretion 
and may be edited. 

In essentials unity,  
in non-essentials liberty,  

in all things charity.

been distributed to all Meetings at the time and can 
now be found on the website. 

Britain Yearly Meeting does seem to have a 
problem of dealing all over again with issues instead 
of benefiting from the work and wisdom of our 
predecessors. Perhaps we have a need to do so in order 
to involve more Friends in concerning, diagnosing, 
studying and coming up with new ideas. Meanwhile, 
perhaps Woodbrooke could arrange a weekend during 
which Meetings could share and pass on what they 
actually do. (I will probably be told they have done 
that before!)

Penelope Putz
Devon Area Meeting

Tax-dodging
Friends may be aware that the Quaker Socialist 
Society (QSS) has, for some time now, had a concern 
about tax-dodging and, in particular, about the use of 
Quaker money. At our january meeting, we noted the 
following:

‘We are disappointed in the lack of corporate 
response from Britain Yearly Meeting to our tax-
dodging concern and are, therefore, proposing to 
buy a share in a relevant company in order to have 
a presence at its AGM. A relevant company, in this 
context, is one in which Quaker money is invested and 
which is a prolific user of tax-havens.’

Friends who share our concern, or who would 
like to find out more, should contact Chris Newsam 
(newcircles12@gmail.com) who will be taking over as 
clerk of QSS in March.

Barbara Forbes, outgoing clerk
Quaker Socialist Society

Journey to the Future
In my eighty-six years, I have never come across a 
book like it.

Guy Dauncey, born in Britain and now living on 
vancouver Island, Canada, addressed the complex, 
inter-related subjects of war, climate change, health, 
poverty, the economy, tax havens and unemployment 
with a positive vision of the future and how to get there.

Set in the form of a novel in vancouver twenty years 
hence, it is eminently readable – being scientific and 
spiritual, personal and political. He introduces what 
has already been achieved, what is in process and 
what is still being imagined. It has been meticulously 
researched, is heart-centred but hard-headed facing 
the challenges, truly inspirational and realisable given 
the imagination and, most importantly, the will.

In my opinion, every Friends Meeting library should 
have at least one copy.

Denise Pyle
Penzance Meeting, Cornwall

My son broke the law
Well done, Sam (12 February). 

 Judith Wright
Alton Meeting, Hampshire

Co-operative Bank
With reference to Gerald Conyngham’s letter (12 
February) I happened to have had an email exchange 
with Triodos Bank earlier this month with reference 
to their long-awaited current account availability in 
this country. I quote: ‘We are pleased to confirm that 
we plan to launch a personal current account late 2016 
and we will have more information about it on our 
website then.’

Triodos is the most ethical form of banking I know 
and this is exciting news. Quoting from their website: 
‘Do you know what your bank does with your money? 
We believe banks should be open, which is why we 
publish details of every organisation we lend to on our 
website. By lending exclusively to organisations who 
put people and the planet before profits, our savers’ 
money works to create a positive impact and real 
returns. We publish details of every organisation we 
lend to on our website.’ 

It may be worth noting that Triodos already offers 
current accounts to groups and some Quaker Meetings 
already bank with them.

Watch out hedge-fund-owned Co-op Bank!
Sue Holden
Wensleydale & Swaledale Area Meeting
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Betty BISHOP (née Fisher)
11 February. Member of Brant
Broughton Meeting. Aged 93.
Funeral 4pm Monday 29 February
at Grantham Crematorium. No
flowers and wear bright colours
please. Donations for Harrowby
Lodge Nursing Home and
Foundation for the Study of Infant
Deaths (FSID) to Robert Holland
Funeral Director, 14 St Catherine’s
Road, Grantham NG31 6TS.

Quaker Peace & Social Witness
1-Year Peaceworkers in Britain
Salary: £20,926pa. Contract: Fixed term, September 2016 - August 2017
Hours: 35 per week. Location: Placed in organisation within Britain

Is working for peace a life commitment for you? Are you looking for an
opportunity to work in this field? We’re seeking enthusiastic people who
want to develop their skills, knowledge and commitment to peace through
placement with a national organisation in Britain. We select the people
we want, then try to match their interests and skills with opportunities
offered by a range of organisations. These have recently included War
Resisters International, Medact, Campaign Against Arms Trade and
Conscience.

The work will be varied and project specific. Applicants should demon-
strate their passion and commitment to peace and justice work, sympathy
with the values of Quakers, adaptability, ability to work on their own
initiative and as part of a team. Transferable skills, such as administration
and IT, will be an advantage.

This year we are particularly interested in placing with organisations
working on:

• Grassroots/community training and capacity building for action

• Militarism, attitudes to war, World War 1 commemoration, conscientious
objection, and promoting alternative responses to violent conflict

• Connecting peace with issues of economic and environmental justice,
including connecting peace with issues of displacement of peoples.

However, we are always open to bold, confident and radical new projects.

The placements includes a preparation period of 2 weeks. We regret
that we are unable to accept applications from candidates without
existing permission to work in the UK.

Closing date: 3 May 2016 (9am). Interviews: 17 & 18 May 2016

For further details on QPSW visit http://old.quaker.org.uk/faith-action
and for details and information about how to apply visit
www.quaker.org.uk/jobs

RECENTLY RETIRED LADY
TEACHER  in Cambridgeshire
would love to meet a kind gentle-
man to share the next steps of the
journey. Replies please Box 974 c/o
The Friend, 54a Main Street,
Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL.

Martin LAWTON  1 February
Peacefully in hospital following an
accident a week previously.
Husband of Valda Aviks. Member
of Walthamstow Meeting. Aged 82.
Funeral: burial at Wanstead Meeting
House, 3pm Monday 22 February.
Details: Jane 07799 770435.

Margaret ROGERS and David
REDPATH  married at Jordans
Meeting on 18 February 1956, now
members of Narberth Meeting.

Alec DAVISON  After 45 years in
Highbury, often a refuge for passing
Friends, Alec has moved to:
8 Priory Road, Loughton, Essex
IG10 1AF. Tel: 020 8418 9517.
alec.davison@btinternet.com

Janet SEWELL  has now moved
from Beaconsfield to: St Andrews
Residential Care Home, 184 London
Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 9EE.
For information please email:
sewellfam@ntlworld.com

QUAKER SOCIALIST SOCIETY
WITH CLIVE LEWIS MP (Shadow
Energy Minister). Saturday 12
March at Norwich FMH, Upper
Goat Lane Norwich NR2 1EW.
Meeting 14.00 - 16.00. AGM at
12 noon, all are welcome to attend.

THE KINDLERS IN THE NORTH
All-day workshop Saturday 27 Feb-
ruary, Gifts and Service with Val
Bone and James McCarthy. What is
our calling? Friends Meeting House
6 Mount Street, Manchester M2 5NS.
10am - 4.30pm. No booking
£10 at door, bring picnic lunch.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH FRIENDS

Be sure to put all your family
announcements in the Friend!
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Friends & Meetings
Personal entries (births, marriages,
deaths, anniversaries, changes of
address, etc.) charged at £25 incl.
vat for up to 35 words and
includes a copy of the magazine.
Meeting and charity notices
(changes of clerk, new wardens,
changes to meeting, diary, etc.)
£21.15 zero rated for vat. Max.
35 words. 3 Diary or Meeting up
entries £50 (£42.30 if zero
rated); 6 entries £87.50 (£72.90
zero rated). Notices should
preferably be prepaid. Cheques
payable to ‘The Friend’. Deadline
usually Monday.

Entries are accepted at the editor’s
discretion in a standard house style.
A gentle discipline will be exerted 
to maintain a simplicity of style and
wording that excludes terms of
endearment and words of tribute.
Guidelines on request.

The Friend, 54a Main Street,
Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL
T. 01535 630230
E. ads@thefriend.org

Communications and Services
Events & Committees Administrator
Salary: £25,724. Contract: Full Time – Permanent. Hours: 35 Per Week
Location: Friends House, Euston, London NW1

We are looking for an experienced and capable administrator to support the Events & Committee
Services Team to provide high quality support for a range of Quaker committees and events.

The role will include preparation and distribution of committee papers and event materials. Some
attendance at events for onsite support will be required including at weekends. The role also
provides general administrative support to deliver team objectives.

The successful candidate will maintain high quality office systems, suggesting improvements
when possible. They will need to be flexible, able to prioritise and manage diverse tasks and
have good people, communication, IT and database skills. They will need a high level of
attention to detail and the ability to work quickly, creatively and accurately under pressure.

Closing date: Wednesday 2 March 2016 (9am). Interviews: Friday 11 March 2016.

For information about Britain Yearly Meeting, visit www.quaker.org.uk/our-organisation
and for information on how to apply please visit www.quaker.org.uk

Registered charity no: 1127633.

Quaker Peace & Social Witness

Objections to war:
a Quaker approach
SPEAKERS AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS TO BOOK
To mark 100 years since conscientious objection to military
service was enshrined in British law in early 2016, QPSW
now has a group of speakers for meetings to book.

Each speaker will be able to offer a 1.5-hour learning session
on ‘Objections to war: a Quaker approach.’

This will be a learning session exploring:

• the context and realities of conscription in World War 1
• the pressures and dilemmas facing those who lay claim

to a conscientious objection to all warfare.

The session will draw on visual and written archive material
and present-day reports. It will include a presentation and
reflective activity on Quaker objections to war,
past and present.

To request a speaker, please contact
Helen Bradford: helenb@quaker.org.uk
or telephone 020 7663 1071.

19 Feb  16/2/16  15:38  Page 7



the Friend, 19 February 201622

Classified advertisements

Classified ads
Standard linage 56p a word,
semi-display 84p a word. Rates
incl. vat. Min. 12 words. Series
discounts: 5% on 5 insertions,
10% on 10 or more. Cheques
payable to The Friend.

The Friend, 54a Main Street,
Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL
Tel. 01535 630230
Email ads@thefriend.org

where to stay
GUESTHOUSES, HOTELS, B&BS

miscellaneous

COTTAGES & SELF-CATERING

OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS

personal

54a Main St, Cononley, Keighley BD20 8LL  T&F: 01535 630230  E: ads@thefriend.org

MAN ON A JOURNEY? Men's Rites of
Passage: www.mrop.org.uk. For young men
see www.ymrop.org.uk. Are you ready?

The Priory Rooms Meeting &
Conference Centre is a company

owned by Quakers and comprises
of nine conference and meeting

rooms in the centre of
Birmingham.

Business
Development

Manager
Circa £25,000pa. 37.5 hours pw

We are looking for a Business
Development Manager who will
proactively sell meeting room
space at the Priory Rooms to
existing and new business. The post
holder will need to successfully
locate and develop new business to
achieve set targets. The successful
candidate would be an ambitious
self-starter with a proven achieve-
ment in sales.

Closing date is Friday 26 February
and candidates will be informed by
Wednesday 2 March if they have
been selected for interview.

For more information and an
application pack visit

www.theprioryrooms.co.uk

or contact:

Andrew Callan
Conference Centre Manager

Tel: 0121 236 2317 email:
andrew@theprioryrooms.co.uk

40 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6AF

ACHILL ISLAND, CO. MAYO, IRELAND.
Traditional 2-bedroom cottage with mod-
ern facilities. Sleeps 4/5. Peaceful setting
in own grounds with beautiful sea views.
Available April - October. €350-550pw.
Details from dooegacottage@gmail.com
01494 722486.

TUSCANY APARTMENT with patios. Hill
village south of Pisa near coast. Culture,
beaches, walks. £350pw. 01643 818176.
giampierozucchelli@hotmail.com"

ALL YOUR PIANO REQUIREMENTS
Restoration/nationwide removals/modern
secondhand sales. ftpoole@talk21.com
www.cambridgepianolacompany.co.uk
Tom Poole 01223 861507.

SWALEDALE, YORKSHIRE. Superb
selection of gorgeous cottages amid
stunning scenery. Details, photos, virtual
tours. www.catholecottages.com
01748 886366. 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICE

Quaker Accountant offers friendly
service countrywide.

Self-assessment & small businesses.

Richard Platt, Grainger & Platt
Chartered Certified Accountants
3 Fisher Street, Carlisle CA3 8RR

Telephone 01228 521286
richard.platt@grainger-platt.co.uk

www.grainger-platt.co.uk

TRANQUIL NORFOLK VILLAGE. Artist’s
cottage, near Blakeney. Accommodates 5.
Beamed sittingroom, three bedrooms.
Sunny garden. Orchard. Sailing, fishing,
walking, great birdwatching. Available all
year. 07731 842259. www.thornage.com

FAUGÉRES, LANGUEDOC, FRANCE.
Well-equipped, unpretentious village
house. Ideal for walks, wine, historic
towns. Montpellier: 60 mins,
Carcassonne: 90 mins. €320-390pw,
sleeps 4/6. www.faugeres.co.uk
email: liz@bramley.demon.co.uk
Also For Sale €95,000 negotiable.
See www.creme-de-languedoc.com/
detailsale3.php?id=20608

Milton Keynes Meeting
RESIDENT WARDEN
We seek a resident warden for our lively Meeting who shares our Quaker
values. Responsibilities include providing a welcoming presence at our busy
Meeting House, managing lettings & administering our computerised lettings
system, keeping the building clean and tidy. Rent-free small 3-bedroomed
bungalow attached to the Meeting House provided, and up to 18 hours paid
work per week.

Closing date: 18.03.16. Interviews: 16.04.16.

For further details please email Margaret Cook: mac1652@icloud.com or
write: c/o Quaker Centre, 1 Oakley Gardens, Downhead Park, MK15 9BH

THE DELL HOUSE, MALVERN. B&B and
Self-catering. Two acres garden.
Vegetarian breakfast options. Ideal for
individuals, couples and groups of 6-20.
www.thedellhouse.co.uk 01684 564448.

Extra copies
of this
special issue
are available
to share
with your
Meeting at
just £1 a
copy (min.
5 copies)

incl. UK postage! Send a
cheque payable to The Friend
to: Penny Dunn, The Friend.
173 Euston Rd, London NW1
2BJ or call 020 7663 1178.
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Walk cheerfully
over the world,
subscribe to
the Friend!
Make time for the Friend, let reading it
week by week enrich and inspire your
Quaker life. 

£7 a month by direct debit for 51 issues a year - that’s just
£1.65 a copy. You can add Friends Quarterly and The
Friend 1914-18 Digital Archive for just £1 a month each.

“I would urge you to consider subscribing to this truly value-for-money gem of a publication, just
for the price of a weekly bar of chocolate.” – Sue Holden, Leyburn Meeting

The Friend and Friends Quarterly UK subscription form
I would like a direct debit subscription to the Friend at £7 a month. I have completed the DD form below

Add Friends Quarterly at a further £1 a month (standalone UK subscription £20, by cheque only)

Add personal access to The Friend 1914-18 Digital Archive at £1 a month

Add a personal internet subscription at £5 a year, my email address is below (standalone price £63)

I would like an annual subscription to the Friend at £82. Cheque enclosed payable to the Friend Publications

Name.............................................................................Address.....................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................Postcode.........................................

Email.......................................................................................................................Tel...................................................
Please return to: Penny Dunn, The Friend, 173 Euston Road. London NW1 2BJ

The Friend Publications is a registered charity, no. 211649. This form expires 30 June 2016.

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Originator’s Identification Number
8   3   8   4   9   5

Name and full postal address of your
Bank or Building Society

To the Manager......................................

Address..................................................

..............................................................

Postcode................................................

Reference (office use only)

8   3   8   4   9   5   0

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Please pay RSM2000 Ltd re The Friend
Publications Ltd Direct Debits, from the account
detailed in this instruction subject to the safe-
guards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.

I understand that this instruction may remain
with RSM2000 Ltd re The Friend Publications
Ltd and, if so, details will be passed electron-
ically to my Bank/Building Society:

Signature(s)

x.................................................................

x.................................................................

Date..............................................................

Names of Account Holder(s)

..........................................................

..........................................................

Bank/Building Society Account Number

....../....../....../....../....../....../....../......

Branch Sort Code

....../......   ....../......   ....../......

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account.

OVERSEAS READERS

Take a digital subscription

online at only £63 a year!

See:

www.thefriend.org
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Quaker United Nations
Summer School
3 – 15 July 2016, Geneva
For all 20- to 26-year-olds who have a keen interest
in international affairs and the United Nations

Find out more about Quaker work at the international level and
witness the United Nations in action.

Summer School provides an introduction to the work of the
United Nations, as seen through the programmes of the Quaker
United Nations Office. Emphasis is given to formal and informal
discussion sessions so that the 25 Summer School participants
can gain in-depth understanding of the issues at stake and the
dynamics that shape work on these issues. A variety of learning
techniques are employed, including lectures, small group
discussions, role plays and workshops.

Application packs are available from
www.quaker.org.uk/events/quaker-un-summer-school-2016 or

Helen Bradford (QUNSS), QPSW, Friends House,
173 Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ.
Email: helenb@quaker.org.uk

Deadline for applications: 7 March 2016.

For information on the work of QUNO see: www.quno.org

Glenthorne
Quaker Centre
2016 SPECIAL INTEREST
HOLIDAYS & COURSES
ALL NEW EVENTS FOR 2016! 

Singing for the Soul
Led by Meri Goad
Friday 1st – Sunday 3rd April
Course starts Friday 5.30 pm and
finishes Sunday 12.30 pm. £190.

Encounters with the Natural
World. Led by Terry Winterton &
Margaret Calvert (Kindlers team)
Monday 4th – Friday 8th April
Course finishes Friday 1pm. £355.

Prayer beyond Belief
Led by Michael Wright
Friday 6th – Sunday 8th May
Course finishes 12.15pm Sunday.
£170.

Knitting to Soothe the Soul
Led Hilary Grundy
Monday 16th – Friday 20th May
Course starts Monday 5pm and
finishes Friday 10am. £390.

William Wordsworth, Dorothy,
and Quaker Influences
Led by Lolly Ockerstrom
Friday 27th – Sunday 29th May
Course finishes Sunday 12.30pm
£170.

Extend your visit and stay with
us the Sunday before or after the
course: B&B £40pp or Dinner,
B&B £52pp.

Come for a holiday or bring your
Meeting for a weekend gathering!

For further details please contact
us. We welcome your enquiries:

Glenthorne Quaker Centre
Easedale Road, Grasmere
Cumbria, LA22 9QH
T: 015394 35389
E: info@glenthorne.org
W: www.glenthorne.org

Registered charity no. 232575

The Kindlers
in the South

Friends House, 173 Euston Rd,
London, 10 for 10.30am - 4.30pm.

No booking £10 at door, bring
picnic lunch. All welcome.

All-day Saturday workshop: 2
Creativity and Spirituality

Saturday 20 February 

Embodied Worship
Led by Jenny Moy and friends

Not words only but also our bodies
Come to move: Dance for joy.
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